
French Exploration:  CLASS NOTES
When news of Spain’s successes in the New World reached Europe, France grew envious.  France wanted riches and colonies of her own too!  French explorers were also seeking a northwest passage, or waterway through or around North America.  French exploration and settlement of the Americas began in the 16th century.  As they colonized the New World, the French established forts and settlements that would become such cities as Quebec and Montreal in Canada; Green Bay and New Orleans in the United States.  

	Explorer


	Area Explored
	Important Facts

	Giovanni da Verrazano
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	East coast of North America


	Italian who sailed for France

Searching for a Northwest passage

	Jacques Cartier
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	St. Lawrence River


	Sailed in the 1530s for the French

	Samuel de Champlain
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	Northern part of east coast of North America


	In 1605, founded Port Royal, first permanent French settlement in North America. 

Founded Quebec

	Marquette and Joliet
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Marquette and Joliet 
	Explored 700 miles of the Mississippi River


	Marquette was a French missionary who worked to teach Native Americans about Christianity.


Summary Questions

1.
In general, how did the French explorers treat the Native Americans that they met?

They were friendly with the Native Americans and treated them as business partners

2.
What were the French goals in creating new colonies in the Americas?

Trading Fish and Furs; Find a Northwest Passage; become Friends with Native Americans

3.
How were the goals of the French different from the goals of the Spanish explorers?  How were they similar?

Different:  finding gold was not a goal of the French.  Also, the French wanted to have positive relations with Natives.


Similar:  they wanted to get rich and gain fame and land.
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1.  Which explorer sailed farthest north?  Cartier
2.  Which explorer sailed along the Atlantic Coast?  Verrazano
3.  How do the routes of the French explorers compare to those of the Spanish explorers?
The French mainly explored in the northern part of North America; the Spanish were in the southern part (and South America)

4.  Why do you think most of the routes of the French explorers are in the northern and interior region of North America?  They were looking for a northwest passage.


