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What is Geography?

Reading for a Purpose
1. What is geography?

2. Why is geography important to you?

3. What is a geographer?


Vocabulary:
Geography: The study of the face of the earth, its climate, its space, and what has to meet the people’s needs. It also includes the features of an area.

Jim found out that the geography of the country was harsh.

Geographer: Someone who studies geography.

The geographer learned of the rugged land and the lack of a main water source.

Surface: The top, or face of something.

One thing that a geographer studies is the surface of the earth.

Resources: What a place has that meets people’s needs.

Food and water are basic resources that everyone needs.

Climate: The average weather in a place over a long period of time.

Her home state’s climate consists of hot summers and very cold winters with rainfall that comes chiefly in spring and summer.


Geography is the study of many things. It is the study of the surface, or face of the earth. It is the study of the climate and of the things, or resources, an area has to meet people’s needs. Geography is also the study of the relationship between people and the places in which they live. A person who studies geography is called a geographer. Two main tools of a geographer are maps and globes.
Prediction: What would the world be like without the knowledge of geography?

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________
Geography Skills and Concepts
1. [image: image1.jpg]


Imagine that you awakened one morning in a world where there were no maps and globes. You would turn on the TV and there would be no weather map. There would be no news from around the world. Soon food would disappear from the grocery shelves. Trucks could not bring things from farms to markets without any road maps. The trucks could not run because oil, which is turned into gas, could not be found without maps. Planes could not fly and ships could not sail. Our way of life would stop.
2. You can see that maps and globes are very important to all of us. They are used to help us understand geography, which tells us a lot about the earth we live on. We all use geography many times each day without thinking about it.
3. A globe is a small model of the earth. Globes show the surface of the
earth, the land, and the oceans. But with a globe you can only see a part of
the earth's surface at one time because part of it is always facing away from you.

4. Maps are flat drawings that show all or any part of the earth. Maps
can be used for special reasons, such as to show weather as it moves toward
you, or to tell drivers how to get from one place to another. Maps can be drawn
to show special information, such as where oil might be found. There are thousands of uses for maps that allow us to live the way we do.
5. Geography is the study of the earth and the people who live on it.
There are five ways to study the geography of the earth.
a. Surface. The study of the surface of the earth includes the many forms of the land and the way each form affects the people who live on it.
b. Climate. The study of the earth’s climate includes such things as temperature, rainfall, winds and seasons. Weather has a lot to do with how people live in one particular place.

c. Resources. Geography includes a study of the resources of a particular place, or what the place supplies to meet people’s needs. Is the soil good for growing crops? Are there fish or good grazing lands for farm animals? Are there forests or minerals of value? Is there enough water?

d. Space. The study of an area’s space includes its size and the land on which people live.

e. People. The study of people includes not only who lives in a particular area but also how they make a living, what they have learned and what they are like.
6. Geography is about the relationship of the earth and its people. It i, the study of an area's resources and how people change to take advantage of these resources. The study of geography is important because it helps you to understand and use the world in which you live; it also, makes possible your lifestyle, or the way you live in the world.
Questions: Please answer the following questions in complete sentences.

4. Give an example of how we use geography on a daily basis.

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

5. Can you see the entire surface of the Earth with a globe? Why/Why not?

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

6. Name at least two reasons that maps are used for.

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

7. How does a map differ from a globe? Explain

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

8. List five ways to study the geography of the Earth.

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________
