
         Aim: Where is Constantinople & why did the Byzantine Empire place their capital here? 


MAP ACTIVITY!!

1. QUICK! Grab the person next to you!

2. Ms. Centonze will give you a group: Western European, Southeast Asian, Chinese, Indian, Scandinavian, Egyptian.
3. Congratulations!! You are a trader (merchant) from this region!!!
4. Using the textbook, locate where you are from & make a quick list of natural resources that are specific to your region (ANY kind of resources will do, but think of what you are MOST famous for!!).
5. Now, think of ONE resource that you might want from the other regions that are listed above.
6. Using the information on your 2 lists, find 4 places on your worksheet map where you would put a trading location. Think of…where you are coming from, what you might want, what is an optimal location to get what you might want, etc.

NOTE: try not to wander too far from your original region, but DON’T BE AFRAID TO STRETCH YOURSELVES A BIT EITHER!!

7. Mark these places on the map with a triangle. 
8.  On the back of the map, NAME these trading posts, then give a quick explanation as to why you think this would be the best place to trade.
EX- Wannaseeafish trading post: because there would be a lot of fishing for food, good ports, etc.

Analysis Questions

1. What trading place(s) seemed to be common among all groups? Why?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Which is the most ideal place for trade & cultural diffusion? Why? What do geographic elements like mountains, rivers, etc. have to do w/ it?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Taking all of this into consideration, where do you think Constantinople (the capital of the Byzantine Empire) was placed?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

