Name: ______________________________________________



           Date: _____________

Global History I 









           The Middle Ages 


                       The Age Of Faith

                  Aim: In what ways did the Catholic Church not only influence, but dominate life during the Middle Ages?
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During the Middle Ages, the Catholic Church was the one institution that remained the single most powerful organization in Western Europe.  People were very religious during this time.  They believed the Church represented God and held the power to send a person to Heaven or Hell.  Most Europeans felt united by their common faith.  The Church conducted religious services (the Mass) which Christians believed opened the gateway to heaven.  The Pope ran the Church with the help of Cardinals, Bishops, Priests, Monks and Nuns risked their lives to spread Christian teachings across Europe (later missionaries would spread Christian teachings to other parts of the world).  The Catholic Church controlled all aspects of life during the Middle Ages: political power, economic activity, social services, and education. 
Questions:
1. Based on the excerpt, how can you compare the power of the Pope and the King during the Middle Ages?
2. How will this impact the social, political and economic structure of the middle ages? 
Name: ______________________________________________



           Date: _____________

Global History I 









           The Middle Ages 


                       Political Cartoon
Directions: Using  the outline from the previous page create a detailed political cartoon with  an explanation below addressing 
the reasons why the Catholic Church remained the single most powerful organizer in Western Europe.

Political Power


The power void left by the fall of


 the Roman Empire allowed the 


Church to grow in spiritual and 


secular (worldly) power (politics).


The Pope & the church had vast land holdings throughout Western Europe.


Churchmen supervised the land holdings and allowed the church to grow in power.


Bishops (and other church officials) ran territories in the same way that feudal lords ran their lands. 


The Church had its own set of laws (Cannon Law) which governed the behavior of church officials.


Rulers (all people) who refused to obey the Church were threatened with excommunication (kicked out of the Catholic Church).





Social Services


Because there were weak central governments, the 


Church provided basic social services.


Local monasteries provided the following services:


Help for the sick (hospitals)


Charity for the poor


Help for travelers (especially Christian pilgrims)


Ran schools for children  


 





Economic Activity


The Church had the vast land holdings during a 


time when land equaled power & money.


Many nobles left land to the church when they 


died, hoping to gain entry into heaven.


The Church required all Christians to pay a 


tithe (church tax) in order to fund church activities. 


Church money was often used to help the poor. 





Primary Source Document:


“The Creator set up two great lights in the heavens; the greater 


light to rule the day, the lesser light to rule the night.  In the


 same way, the Church has set up two great lights on earth; the greater light, being the Pope, to rule over the souls; the lesser light, being the king, to rule over the bodies.  Just as the moon’s light comes from the sun, does the power of the king come from the Pope.  The more closet a king is willing to follow the Pope’s rule, the greater his light will be…” 


~ Excerpt of a letter from Pope Innocent III (1198)








Education:


Monks, Priests were often the only educated 


people in an area; they were responsible 


for preserving the classic knowledge


 of Greek & Roman culture.


Monasteries became centers of learning for the few who were educated.


Many monks wrote their own scholarly works based on biblical teachings.


Church officials were usually the only people who could read and write; rulers often relied on them because they were the most educated people. 





 Title:____________________________








Explanation: 


(5-7 sentences)








