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Constitutional Convention:  Debate #2—Slavery
Just as there were disagreements between large and small states, there were also disagreements between slave states and free states.  Of the 55 delegates at the Constitutional Convention, about 25 (almost half!) owned slaves.  They believed that slavery should be allowed to continue.  Others believed that their new country should outlaw slavery.  

Read each of the primary source quotes below and answer the questions that follow.  
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1. Does John Jay think slavery should be outlawed in the Constitution?  
2.  Provide text-based evidence to support your answer.  

3. Does Charles Pinckney think slavery should be outlawed in the Constitution?  
4.  Provide text-based evidence to support your answer.  
The delegates at the Constitutional Convention agreed to allow slavery continue.  But there were other disagreements about slavery as well.  The most serious disagreement was whether or not slaves should be counted as part of a state’s population.  Remember, in the House of Representatives, the number of representatives from each state depended on a state’s population. 

	OPPOSING GROUPS
	IDEAS FOR COMPROMISE?

	Free states:  “Slaves should not be counted because they are not considered citizens and have no political rights.  They aren’t even allowed to vote!”

Slave states:  “When a census (a count of the people) is taken to determine how many representatives each state gets in Congress, slaves should be included in the total.  We refuse to sign the Constitution if you don’t allow us to count our slaves!”
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The third disagreement over slavery was whether or not the Constitution should ban the slave trade (the importation of slaves).  By 1787, some northern states had banned the slave trade within their borders.  Delegates from these states urged that the slave trade be banned in the entire nation.  Southerners warned that such a ban would ruin their economy.

	OPPOSING GROUPS
	IDEAS FOR COMPROMISE?

	Free states:  “Limits should be placed on the number of slaves being brought into the United States.”

Slave states:  “Congress should not be able to stop us from importing slaves to work on our plantations.  We rely on slave labor for our economy.”  


	



Why would southern states go along with the slave trade ban?   ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Conclusion:  The delegates at the Constitutional Convention had very different points of view about slavery in the new country.  Why did they choose to work together?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
"It is much to be wished that slavery may be abolished. The honor of the States, as well as justice and humanity, in my opinion, loudly call upon them to emancipate these unhappy people. To contend for our own liberty, and to deny that blessing to others, involves an inconsistency not to be excused."  John Jay, 1786








"While there remained one acre of swamp-land uncleared of South Carolina, I would raise my voice against restricting the importation of [slaves]. I am . . . thoroughly convinced . . . that the nature of our climate, and the flat, swampy situation of our country, obliges us to cultivate our lands with [slaves], and that without them South Carolina would soon be a desert waste."  Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, 1786








THE THREE-FIFTHS COMPROMISE





The delegates finally agreed on a compromise.  They would count three-fifths, or 60%, of slaves when determining a state’s population.  Therefore, neither the North nor South fully got their way.  But at least the southern delegates would agree to sign the Constitution into law.


(For example, if a state had 5,000 slaves, 3,000 of them would be included in the state’s population)





Each stick figure represents one slave.  Circle the number of slaves that would be counted towards a state’s population.  Put an “X” through the others. 









































































































































































































































































































































































































































THE SLAVE TRADE COMPROMISE





Congress would allow the slave trade to continue for 20 years.  After that, it could regulate (control) the slave trade if it wished.  (Congress did ban the importation of slaves in 1808, but slavery itself continued until the end of the Civil War in 1865.)








