***COPY OF NOTES***
Spanish Exploration and Conquest

After several voyages to the New World, Christopher Columbus had died in 1506. His adventurous spirit lived on, inspiring all who read of him to dream big dreams and with optimism, determination, and courage make them come true. Excitement about Columbus’ discovery spread throughout Europe. Spain, France, England, Portugal and Holland all competing for wealth and power began staking their claims. Three G’s motivated the remarkable Spanish conquest of America: 
Three G’s
God - the Spanish wanted to convert Native Americans to Christianity

Gold - the Spanish wanted to get rich

Glory – the Spanish wanted to be famous (legacy)
	Explorer/ Conquistador
	Area Explored/ Conquered
	Important Facts/Accomplishments

	Vasco Nunez de Balboa
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Years 

Explored: 1513
	· In 1513 crossed Panama and reached the Pacific Ocean 
· He claimed the ocean for Spain
 
	· Balboa’s discovery almost doubled the size of the known world. 


	Explorer/ 

Conquistador
	Area Explored/ Conquered
	Important Facts/Accomplishments

	Ferdinand Magellan
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1519-1521
	· Magellan sailed from Spain to circumnavigate, or sail completely around the world. 
	· Magellan’s voyage made Europeans aware of the true size of the Earth

	Hernando Cortez
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Year: 1519
	· The Spanish killed the Aztec ruler Montezuma, destroyed the capital, and the Aztec empire fell. 

	· Aztecs invited Cortez into their city because their sacred writings predicted that a powerful white skinned god would come from the East to rule the Aztecs. 

	Francisco Pizarro
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Year: 1532
	· 1532 Pizarro captured the Incan emperor Atahualpa and executed him. 

· Pizarro controlled much of the Incan empire 
	· Pizarro successfully discovered and conquered what is now present day Peru. 


Conclusion:  How did Spanish exploration of the Americas and interaction with Native Americans lead to change?  
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